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Spring is in the air and the excitement of 

summer vacation is building.  We are nearing 

the end of our spring sports seasons and 

preparing to start our testing season.  AP Exams 

begin on May 4th and EOC testing begins on 

May 17th.  Senior Exams are May 18th & 19th 

and underclassmen exams are May 26th & 27th.  

Please remember that May 31st is a snow 

makeup day for students and May 27th & 31st 

are half days for students. 

Congratulations to our baseball, softball, tennis, 

girls soccer, boys soccer, golf and track teams 

for making the playoffs.  We are all proud of 

your accomplishments this season. 

Class of 2016 – It has been a pleasure to serve 

as your principal this year.  You entered the 

halls of Broome High School in the fall of 

2012.  You were challenged to make BHS a 

better place and I can say you have 

accomplished this goal.  You excelled in 

academics, arts, athletics and student activities.  

You gave back to our community through 

service learning and other service projects.  You 

mentored the elementary students and you gave 

to the needy in Spartanburg and around the state 

during difficult times. 

Our school has been recognized at the state 

level and at the national level.  Broome High 

School received a Palmetto Gold award on the 

state report card.  We were also recognized as 

an Advanced Placement Distinguished School.  

Broome was one of four schools in the country 

to receive the Gaston Caperton Award from the 

College Board.  Finally our district was 

recommended for continued accreditation 

through the AdvancEd process. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AP Exams, End of Course Exams, Senior 

Exams and Under Class Exams are just days 

away.  Please prepare for these tests.  I know 

you are ready because I’ve seen you and your 

teachers working diligently throughout the 

school year.  Relax and do your best.  If you 

have attendance issues please take advantage of 

our Saturday Attendance Labs.  The final 3 

dates are May 7, 14 & 21 from 8:00 am until 

noon. 

Summer Reading books have been ordered.  

Your book will be given to you just prior to 

summer vacation.  Please read the book and be 

prepared for our literacy day in August.  During 

the literacy day you will participate in a book 

discussion with a teacher that read the same 

book.  Students will then have two weeks to 

complete a project.  If you read the book, 

participate in the book chat and complete the 

project you will earn up to 4 points extra credit 

to be used at the end of the first grading period 

in a BHS class.  Book summaries and sample 

projects are listed on our web site. 

As we near the end of the 2015-2016 school 

year I want to thank our students, staff, parents 

and community for accepting me as a new 

member of the Broome Family.  I am blessed to 

serve as your principal. 

 

Have a Great Summer!! 

 

Sincerely,  

Rodney D. Graves 
Principal 

 
 

 

 

The Principal’s Voice 

Voice 

I 
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Teacher of the Year 

 
Congratulations to Mrs. Pam Flynn for 
being voted Broome’s Teacher of the 
year by her Peers. 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

College Board 
 

Broome High School teachers and 
students were invited by the College 
Board to represent BHS at Prepárate, a 
conference centering on underserved 
students and diversity, in New York City 
this week.  Seniors Alicia Poole and 
Maddie Norton were 2 of the three 
students from across America who were 
selected to speak at the conference’s 
final key note session: Student Voices — 
Learning from Those We Teach.  They 
spoke about their Advanced Placement 
experiences in front of over a thousand 
teachers, administrators, counselors, 
and college representatives.  A.P. 
English teacher Erin Smith was invited 
to speak in a colloquia session that 
featured exemplar teachers and 
administrators from award winning 
schools to share best practices in 
working with and supporting 
underserved students. She and A.P. 
Chemistry teacher Tina Kanipe were 
able to attend conference sessions and 
they chaperoned the students on a tour 
of New York City landmarks.   
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

collegeboard.org/preparate


Broome High School   381 Cherry Hill Road    Spartanburg, SC  29307 Page | 3 

Health 

 
To Tan or Not To Tan 

 
A tan, whether you get it on the beach, in a 
tanning bed, or through incidental 
exposure, is bad news any way you acquire 
it.  There is no such thing as a safe tan.  The 
increase in skin pigment, called melanin, 
which causes the tan color change in your 
skin is a sign of damage.  Once skin is 
exposed to ultraviolet rays (UV), it 
increases the production of melanin in an 
attempt to protect the skin from further 
damage.  Melanin is the same pigment that 
colors your hair, eyes, and skin.   
 
Contrary to popular belief getting a tan will 
not protect your skin from sunburn or other 
skin damage.   Tans caused by tanning beds 
or the sun at the beach result in skin cell 
damage.   The cumulative damage caused 
by UV radiation can lead to premature skin 
aging (wrinkles, lax skin, brown spots, and 
more), as well as skin cancer. 
 
Evidence suggests that tanning greatly 
increases your risk of developing skin 
cancer.  The most dangerous form of skin 
cancer is Melanoma.  Melanoma is the most 
common form of cancer for young adults 
20-29 years old and the second most 
common form of cancer for young people 
15-29.  Melanoma is the leading cause of 
cancer deaths in women 25-30 years old 
and the second leading cause of cancer 
deaths in women 30-35 years old.  
(Melanoma Research F0undation) 
 
Using tanning beds before age 30 increase 
your risk of developing melanoma by 75 
percent. Occasional use of tanning beds 
triples your chances.  Research also suggest 
a strong dose-response relationship – 
meaning the more sessions, hours and 
years spent tanning, the higher the risk of 
developing melanoma and other types of 

skin cancer.  Women younger than 30 are 
six times more likely to develop melanoma 
if they tan indoors.  Several states have 
passed laws prohibiting minors under the 
age of 17 from using indoor tanning 
devices.  Tanning is so dangerous that 
several countries, including Brazil, have 
made it completely illegal. 
 
The connection between UV radiation and 
melanoma is clear, yet tanning is more 
popular than ever.  This has prompted 
researchers to explore the addictive nature 
of tanning.  Resulting research shows 
tanning is, in fact, addictive, similar to 
other cancer-causing activities (e.g. tobacco 
use).  UV light has been shown to increase 
the release of endorphins, the feel-good 
chemicals that relieve pain and generate 
feelings of well-being.  This could 
potentially lead to dependency.  In fact, a 
recent study found that some people who 
have been diagnosed with melanoma 
continue to use indoor tanning beds – 
further supporting the idea that tanning is 
addictive. 
 
Enjoy the warm weather and summer 
vacation.  Be safe by reducing the risk of 
tanning and risk of getting melanoma or 
other types of skin cancer by doing the 
following: 

 Avoid tanning and never use UV 
tanning beds 

 Avoid the sun during 10 am and 4 pm 

 Wear sunscreen year-round 
o Use a sunscreen with an SPF of 

at least 30. 
o Apply sunscreen generously, 

and reapply every 2 hours 

 Wear protective clothing and 
sunglasses with 100% UV protection 

 Becomes familiar with your skin so 
that you’ll notice changes 
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World Language 
 
How can I supplement my 
language learning? 
 
One of the biggest challenges as a world 
language teacher is when students come 
into our 2nd, 3rd, or 4th year courses, after 
a long period of having no language 
course. Because of unavoidable 
scheduling conflicts, students 
sometimes have semesters or even years 
between their language courses. This 
can make it hard for students to “jump 
back in” once they take higher levels.  
 
With the abundance of technology 
available today at our fingertips, there 
are some great websites and apps that 
can help students continue practicing, 
even when they are not enrolled in a 
German or Spanish course. Below are 3 
apps that we use here at Broome that 
students can also use in between 
courses, so that they don’t forget all that 
they have learned. 

 
1. Duolingo: Duolingo provides 

extensive written lessons for users 
that focus on vocabulary and 
sentence formation. It is 
structured in a gaming format, 
which is great for middle- and 
high-school students. 

 
 

2. Memrise: The focus of this app is 
largely on memorization, but it's 
also designed to help you have fun 
learning the language you're trying 
to pick up. Memrise gamifies the 
process a bit, awarding you points 
and reputation as you learn, and 
the opportunity to compete 
against other users while you learn 
and complete activities.  
 

 
 

3. Spanishdictionary: This works 
not only as a dictionary, but it also 
has a “Word of the Day,” so that 
users get a notification each day of 
a new word for them to learn or 
review. This can be done in 
seconds, and is a great quick 
review each day. 
 

 
 
I encourage students to check out some 
of these apps, especially if you have a 
gap between language courses. 
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Social Studies 
 
Broome is excited to offer a new AP 
course in the 2016-2017 school year, 
Human Geography!  This course is an 
opportunity for younger high school 
students to “get their feet wet” in the 
area of AP classes.  The advanced rigor 
and attention to writing will help 
students be better prepared for other AP 
courses in the future.  AP Human 
Geography will introduce students to 
systematic patterns and processes that 
have shaped our understanding of the 
Earth’s surface.  Students will use spatial 
concepts and landscape analysis to 
examine socioeconomic organization 
and its environmental consequences. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Math 
 
On Friday, April 15th, 2016 the AP 
Calculus class traveled to Clemson for 
the Clemson Calculus Challenge. The 
students participated in a competition 
that included a 90 minute individual 
exam and a team competition. The 
individual competition consisted of a 40 
question exam that ranged in difficulty 
from fairly difficult to ridiculously hard. 
The students ate lunch on campus and 
then regrouped for the team competition 
which involved 6 free response 
questions. The students were given 10 
minutes to answer each problem. Points 
were awarded based on correctness and 
how fast they teams answered the 
questions. Fabian Salinas came in 4th 
place in the individual competition for 
division 1. Over 40 schools and 283 
students participated.  
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JROTC 
 
 

The Air Force Junior ROTC cadets 
visited New York City as part of their 
Global and Cultural Studies Program. 
Cadets stayed on the Staten Island Coast 
Guard Base and visited the Statute of 
Liberty, China Town, the 9-11 Memorial, 
Natural History Museum, Central Park 
and Times Square. They also took in a 
Yankees Baseball game Saturday. 
Pictured are (front row) Jay Waddell, 
Tiffany Gilliland, Angel Martin, Taylor 
Millwood, Brianna Jones, Mackenzie 
Fowler (Middle Row) Anthony Gentry, 
Annabel Craft, Beverly Kidwell (Back 
row) Sergeant and Mrs. James, Sam 
Epps, Ben Cartee, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas, 
Mong Thao, Cameron Thomas, and 
Samantha Wall.  
 

 
 

 

English 
 
AP Lit students present their “Post 
Mortems” of Mrs. Mallard from 
Chopin’s short story, “The Story of An 
Hour.”  The activity challenged students 
to delve deeper into Chopin’s 
characterization of Mrs. Mallard to 
determine the story’s complex themes 
and symbols.   
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Prom 2016 
 

Prom King – Tyler Roberson 

Prom Queen – Hailey Scott 
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Sports 
 
Campbell Jolley has signed to play 
baseball for Montreat College. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
AP Chemistry Exam  5/2/16 
 
AP Eng. Lit Exam  5/4/16 
 
AP Calculus Exam    5/5/16  
   
AP Art Exam   5/6/16 

AP US History Exam 5/6/16 

AP Euro History Exam 5/6/16 

SAT     5/7/16 

AP Biology Exam  5/9/16 

AP Eng. Language Exam 5/11/16 

Honor’s Day   5/13/16 

Senior Exams   5/18/16 

Senior Exams   5/19/16 

Graduation   5/26/16 

Underclassman Exams 5/26/16 

Underclassman Exams 5/27/16 
 

 

 

Statement of Non-Discrimination Spartanburg School District 
Three does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
sex, disability or age in its programs or activities and provides equal 
access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The 
following person(s) has been designated to handle inquiries regarding 
the nondiscrimination policies: Director of Personnel and Pupil 
Services 3535 Clifton Glendale Road, Glendale, SC 29346 (864)279-
6000 
 


